12028243001 



3/6/2006 6:45 PAGE 002/012 Fax Server 



US. patent application no. 10/773,205 

Amendneat with RC£ in response to office acticn mailed December 6, 2005 

Hiis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in Ihe applicatioa 
listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currentfy amended) A shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising:, 
abase; 

a neck mo vably coupled to the base extending a horizontal distance fiom the base; 
a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck; and 

a flhook aboorbing moohonism c omofession gas spring f or absorbing and damtaening 
subslantialfy downward shocks to the neck by permitting movement of the neck fiom an original 
position and returning the neck to the original position, the shook nbaorfaing 
m e charns mc ompression gas spring providing the sole upward force at the distal end of the neck 
for maintaining tiie neck in the original position. 

2. (Currently amended) The ahook aboorbing boflltotboll goal fl>^atom of 
claim 1, wherein A shock-absorbing basketball goal system comprising: 

abase: 

a neck movablv coupled to the base extending a horizontal distance from the base: 
a backboaid attached to a distal end of the neck: and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism for absorbing substantially downward shocks to the neck 
by permitting movement of the neck fipm an original tx)sition and returning the neck to the 
original position, flie shock-absorbing mechanism inoludoQi i ncluding: 

a shock absorber coupled to the base; and 

a cable connecting the shock absorber to the neck. 

3. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 2, i?s*ieiein 
file shock-absorbing mechanism further includes: 

a housing retaining the shock-absorber; and 
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a guide attached to the shock absorber and connected to the cable, the guide being 
movable within the housing for guiding a movable end of the shock absorber while tiie shock 
absorber expands and contracts. 

4. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball gqal system of claim 3, wherein 
Ihe guide includes a slide member for translating within a channel defined by tiie hoxsing 

5. (CunenUy amended) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, 
further comprising a mounting post eTctending between the base and the neck, the mounting post 
having a fbrwaid side oriented toward the backboard and an opposite rearward side, virgin fte 
neck is movably attached to the mounting post and the compression pas spring c hock abeorbing 
moohoniam i s attached to the rearward side. 

6. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 5, wherein 
the neck is pivotally attached to the mounting post. • 

7. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
the backboard is disposed a horizontal distance of 4 &ex to 12 feet fiom the base. 

8. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 7, ^is^rein 
the horizontal distance is 5 feet to 7 feet. 

9. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball gqal system of claim 7, wherein 
Ihe horizontal distance is 9 feet to 11 feet. 

10. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, injierein 
the base is adapted to be permanently affixed to a horizontal playing surfece. 

11. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, wherein 
flie base is adapted to be fixedly attached to a roof 

Page 3 of 9 



PAGE 3/12 * RCVD AT 3/6/2006 6:45:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 6VR:U8PTO«FXRF-1/1Q * DNI8:2738300* C8ID: 12028243001 * DURATION (mm4S):04-24 



12628243001 3/6/2006 6:45 PAGE 004/012 Fax Server 



U. S. pateQt ^plication no. 1 0/773 »205 

Amendment with RCE in response to office action mailed December 6, 2005 

12. (Original) Hie shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, \^4iercin 
basketball goal system is portable and tiie base is movable with lespect to the ground. 

13. (Original) The shock-absorbing basketball goal system of claim 1, \;H^erein 
the base is adapted to be generally afBxed to a wall 

14. (Original) The shock-absorUng basketball goal system of claim 1, \^iein 
the base is adapted to be lemovaUy attached to a vertical support. 

15. (Current^ amended) A shock-absorbing basketball goal system conq)rising: 
abase; 

a mounting post attached to the base; 

a neck rotatably attached to the mounting post; 

a backboard attached to a distal end of ttie neck and disposed a horizontal distance fiom 
4ie base; and 

a shook aboorbing moohanis m gas shock g^erally disposed on a rearward side of tiie 
mounting post opposite the backboard, tiie shock - absorbing mechanis m gas shock configured for 
absorbing and dampening substantially downward shocks to the neck by permitting movement of 
the neck from an original position, the shook absorbing mochonis m gas shock providing the sole 
upward fi>rce at the distal end of the neck for maintaining the neck in the original positioa 

16. (Currently amended) Iho boDtotboll goal tyctom of claim 15, ^^roin A 
shock-absorbing basketball goal svstem comprising: 

a base: 

a mounting post attached to the base: 

a neck rotatably attached to the mounting post: 

a backboard attached to a distal end of the neck and disposed a horizontal distance fiom 
the base: and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism gmeralhr disposed on a rearward side of the mounting post 
opposite the backboard, th e shock-absorbing mechanism configured for absorbing substantiallv 
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downward shocks to the neck by permitting movement of the neck from an original position, I fae 
shock-absoibing mechanism inoludos including : 

a shock absorber coupled to the mounting post; 

a cable connecting the shock absorber to the neck; 

a housing retaining the shock-absorber, and 

a guide attached to 4ie shock absorber and connected to the cable, ifae guide being 
movable wilfain the housing for guiding a movable end of the shock absorber while the 
shock absorber expands and contracts. 

17. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim 16, wherein the guide includes 
a slide member for translating within a channel of the housing. 

18. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim IS, ii^rein tiie backboard is 
rotatably attached to the neck to provide adjustment for irregularities in the plumb of a support to 
\^ch the base is attached. 

19. (Original) The basketball goal system of claim 18, further comprising a rim 
coupled to the backboard, the rim being pivotable with the backboard about an axis for orienting 
the rim in a substantially horizontal position. 

20. (Original) A breakaway basketball goal system comprising: 
a base; 

a mounting post attached to the base; 

a neck movabty attached to the mounting post; 

a backboard attached to a distal end of Ihe neck and disposed a horizontal distance fiom 
the base of 4 feet or mors; and 

a shock-absorbing mechanism generally disposed on a rearward side of the mounting post 
opposite 4ie backboard, the shock-absorbing mechanism comprising: 
a shock absorber coupled to the base; 
a cable correcting the shock absorber to the neck; 
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a housing lelaining the shock-absorber, the housing defining a channel; 

and 

a slide attached to the shock absorber and connected to the cable for 
translating within the channel to guide a movable end of the shock absorber while 
the shock absorber expands and contracts. 

21, (Currently amended) The basketball goal system of claim 1, wiierein the 
I compression gas spring o hock absorbinfi mochonigm m aintains the neck in the original position 
without a lock mechanism siq)porting the neck in the original positioa 

22 (Currently amended) The basketball goal system of claim IS, wherein flie shock 
abGorbin^ moohanis me as shock maintains the neck in the origtml position without a lock 
mechanism supporting the neck in ifae original positioa 
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